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the bill that is being drafted in the 
dark corners and the dungeons of the 
Capitol where the light of transparency 
and truth never reaches. 

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office says the Halloween health 
care will do the following things: It 
will cut Medicare part A for hospitals 
by $128 billion. It will cut Medicare 
part B for doctor reimbursement $130 
billion. It will rob Medicare part C, 
Medicare Advantage, off $133 billion. 
We are not through yet. And yes, Medi-
care part D for prescription drugs is 
cut $20 billion. The total: $411 billion 
cut for seniors and Medicare. That is 
enough to scare everybody. 

This new Medicare part E takes a 
half-trillion dollars out of Medicare, 
but it doesn’t cover the seniors. In this 
new Medicare part E, the ‘‘E’’ stands 
for everybody else, including those in 
the country illegally. 

I know, they keep talking about and 
saying that illegals will not be covered. 
But when attempts were made to re-
quire proof of citizenship to sign up for 
Halloween health care handouts, the 
amendments were voted down. The bill 
also raises $424 billion in new taxes. 

Now why would they do that when 
the country is in a recession? The 
country is broke. We don’t have the 
money. Well, Halloween health care 
will cost a trillion dollars, and they 
have to get the money from some-
where. We can’t afford another thou-
sand-page, trillion dollar bill. Our sen-
iors are going to pay for more than half 
of the tab out of Medicare, and not one 
single senior will get more coverage 
out of this new health care bill. 

Here is where it really gets dicey. 
The new Halloween health care pro-
posal still rations health care services 
based on age. If you need a pacemaker, 
the snake oil salesmen are going to 
look at your age, the cost in what they 
call survivability rates. If the bureau-
crats think your health care needs are 
just too expensive, they will hand out 
pain pills instead of approving that 
new pacemaker. That is what they al-
ready do in other countries where the 
government runs the health care sys-
tem. In England it is called, and get 
this, the Quality Adjusted Life Years, 
and they have the power to make these 
life-and-death decisions on seniors. 

When the Federal Government is in 
charge of health care, they are the only 
game in town and this so-called public 
option will be costly. You think health 
care is expensive now, just wait until it 
is free. 

There are commonsense health care 
reforms we can all agree on. We don’t 
have to have the government take over 
the whole system to fix what is specifi-
cally wrong with the system. That is 
like pulling all of your teeth when you 
have a toothache. 

Halloween health care will be an-
other thousand page, trillion-dollar 
bill. It will raise Medicare and other 
premiums, raise taxes, and slash Medi-
care coverage for seniors. This is not 
reform, that’s abuse. But that is Hal-

loween health care and it is coming to 
your door. Trick or treat. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

MILITARY STRATEGY FOR 
AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, tonight I 
want to read a few paragraphs from an 
article written by Andrew Bacevich. It 
was in the American Conservative in 
May of this year, and the title is ‘‘To 
Die For a Mystique: The lessons our 
leaders did not learn from the Vietnam 
War.’’ 

‘‘In one of the most thoughtful Viet-
nam-era accounts written by a senior 
military officer, General Bruce Palmer 
once observed, ‘With respect to Viet-
nam, our leaders should have known 
that the American people would not 
stand still for a protracted war of an 
indeterminate nature with no foresee-
able end to the U.S. commitment.’ 

‘‘General Palmer thereby distilled 
into a single sentence the central les-
son of Vietnam: to embark upon an 
open-ended war lacking clearly defined 
and achievable objectives was to forfeit 
public support, thereby courting dis-
aster. The implications were clear: 
never again.’’ 

I further read from the article, ‘‘To 
Die For a Mystique.’’ 

‘‘To cite General Palmer’s formula-
tion, the citizens of this country at 
present do appear willing to ‘stand 
still’ when considering the prospect of 
war that goes on and on. While there 
are many explanations for why Ameri-
cans have disengaged from the Long 
War, the most important, in my view, 
is that so few of us have any immediate 
personal stake in that conflict.’’ 

Again, that was from the book writ-
ten by General Bruce Palmer. 

Mr. Speaker, I further read from this 
article. This is the close. ‘‘The Presi-
dent who vows to ‘change the way 
Washington works’ has not yet exhib-
ited the imagination needed to con-
ceive of an alternative to the project 
that his predecessor began. 

‘‘The urgent need is to demystify 
that project, which was from the out-
set a misguided one. Just as in the 
1960s we possessed neither the wisdom 
nor the means needed to determine the 
fate of Southeast Asia, so today we 
possess neither the wisdom nor the 
means necessary to determine the fate 
of the Greater Middle East. To persist 
in efforts to do so—as the Obama ad-
ministration appears intent on doing in 
Afghanistan—will simply replicate on 

an even greater scale mistakes like 
those that Bruce Palmer and John 
Kerry once rightly decried.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I read this for this rea-
son: I want to first say to the Presi-
dent, thank you for taking the time 
and thank you for being very careful in 
making your decision as to what our 
future plans are for Afghanistan. And, 
Mr. Speaker, I wanted to read this be-
cause Andrew Bacevich knows better 
than anyone. He fought in Vietnam for 
this country. He later became a pro-
fessor at West Point. And during the 
Iraq war, he buried his son, a lieuten-
ant, who was a graduate of West Point 
who was killed for this country. So I 
think we need to be very careful as we 
move forward, and I want to again say 
to the President, please take your 
time, make the right decisions for this 
country. 

I have the privilege of having Camp 
Lejeune Marine Corps Base in my coun-
try. I have gotten to know a lot of ma-
rines, both active duty and retired. I 
recently spoke to a general that I can-
not name because I don’t have his per-
mission, but if I did, he would be well 
known to the Marine Corps. 
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He said to me 3 weeks ago, Please tell 
your colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to move very carefully, to have a 
full, understood plan and a defined plan 
as to what we’re supposed to accom-
plish in Afghanistan. Again, this gen-
eral fought in Vietnam for this coun-
try. 

So with that, Mr. Speaker, I will 
close as I always do by asking God to 
please bless our men and women in uni-
form. I ask God to please bless the fam-
ilies of our men and women in uniform. 
I ask God, in His loving arms, to hold 
the families who have given a child 
dying for freedom in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. I will ask God to bless the House 
and Senate, that we will do what is 
right. I will ask God to give wisdom, 
strength and courage to the President 
of the United States, that he will do 
what is right in the eyes of God. And 
three times I will ask, God please, God 
please, God please continue to bless 
America. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

RYAN WHITE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
am so proud to represent one of the 
most beautiful, most diverse regions in 
our country, south Florida. Sadly, 
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